










robins, occasionally drop the seeds of iunipers, which provide a touch 
of evergreen color in winter. All the shrubs mentioned provide good 
cover for wildlife, and all except saltcedar provide food as well. It has 
been shown that a forest with foliage growing at different heights all the 
way to the crown foliage is a richer wildlife habitat, supporting more 
species of birds, for example, than a woodland with only one layer of 
foliage. Thus shrubs are an important indication of tfie worth of a 
bosque as an environment for animals in general. 

0th er p I ants Over 200 kinds of plants have been found in

the bosques of the Middle Rio Grande Valley. 
Some more conspicuous smaller species that help give our Bosque its dis­
tinctive appearance include the following. Virginia creeper, 
Parthenocissus inserta, is a common vine with leaves divided into five fin­
ger-like leaflets (sometimes called Five-fingered Ivy). It produces blue 
berries in late summer, and the leaves turn brilliant red in fall. 

In some parts of the bosque one encounters stands of Verba de 
Manso, Amenopsis californica, a low-growing herb which bears a white 
cone-like flower on the end of a stem which grows up from a basal 
rosette of leaves. The roots of the plant are said to have valuable cura­
tive properties, and the dried leaves in fall have a wonderful spicy odor. 

Along the borders of the Clear Ditch (officially the Corrales 
Riverside Drain) grow aquatic plants such as Cattails, Speedwell, 
Sedges, Duckweed, Watercress, and others. 

The Historic Vegetation al the Bosque. 
In the early 1930's the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 

built a system of drainage ditches, flood control levees and improved irri­
gation canals to better manage the distribution and use of water in the 
Middle Valley. From that date the water table in Corrales assumed its 
present level (5-8 feet) and the land in the Village became more reliably 
available for farming and human occupation. 
Also from that date the Bosque could develop nat­
urally only between the levee and the river. Prior 
to the 1930's much of the Bosque in Corrales was 
cleared for irrigated farming, but periodic floods 
swept the area, especially during the spring period 
of snowmelt. In its unrestrained condition the Rio 
Grande roamed widely over the valley, building up 
its channel through sedimentation, tlien switching 
channels to entirely new routes. Strips of cotton­
wood and willow were planted by the floods, at 
first growing along the banks of the river, then 
being abandoned as the river changed its course. 
In places abandoned loops of the river formed 
oxbow lakes which gradually turned into cattail marshes with communi­
ties of aquatic animals. In places not visited by the river for consider­
able periods desert-grassland vegetation crept in, including Four-winged 
Saltbush, Sand Sage, and Wolfberry. Thus in earlier periods, when 
humans did not control the flow of the river so closely, the floodplain tra­
versed by the Rio Grande was an ever-changing mosaic of plant 
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