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EXISTING CONDITIONS

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE

• Site Visits and Documentation 
of existing conditions by 
Committee and MRGCD 

• 25.6 acres 

• 1.9 miles long, 120 feet wide 

• Owned in fee by MRGCD 

• Licensed access agreements   

• Maintenance currently by 
MRCGD and Village



MISSION

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE

• Created by Village Resolution, August 18, 2020 
• Committee Mission Statement 

"Our mission is to identify and help to implement ways 
in which the Interior Drain and its right-of-way may be improved

 for safe, enjoyable and essential public use 
while maintaining tranquility for adjacent residents."



UPDATE OF ACTIVITIES

• Committee Mission 

• Documenting What’s 
There 

• MRGCD Meetings 

• Village Meetings 

• Research and Visioning  

• Next Steps 

• Community Outreach 

• Planning 

• Budget

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE
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• 100 + adjoining neighbors

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE
GIS MAPS



uses

Doug Please add our 
Mission statement Here

    vegetation- 
species- dominant-
invasive-native-or 
cultivated

   habitats-does 
the vegetation 
protect or feed 
wildlife

    wildlife
   domestic 
animals

Significant 
natural 
features 

significant built features s homes, 
ruins, fencing, gates. note materials 
and relation to the ditch.  try to 
date their development

Infrastructure- utilities, 
signs, special ditch 
maintenance areas or 
MRGCD stuff

note the 
surroundings 
relationship to the 
ditch-setbacks, 
fencing, houses face 
it or interaction with 
it

surroundi
ng 
topograph
y

    grades, slopes, 
drainage, soils, 
possible problem 
areas

    surface and any 
subsurface 
materials 

Vistas, 
view 
sheds, 
shade, 
sunny, 
private vs. 
more 
public feel

intersectio
ns- 
waterways, 
paths, 
roads, 
trails

bridges and type 
(use and 
construction)

Adjacency-  keep in mind how this 
trial/ditch interacts or potentially 
connects to both the close 
proximity  and the far, If it does or 
doesn't and if this is a good thing or 
something that's an obstacle to the 
goals

    are there any 
obstacles or 
obstructions 
controlling or 
directing access 
(how and why)

recreational uses- 
tire, horse, dog 
tracks, access to 
water etc.

1
 Clear Ditch to East 
Meadowlark Lane

Ditch has water, cotton 
wood and large shade 
trees, irrigation ditch runs 
along west side of drainage 
ditch wild life visible in water

connection to clear ditch 
recreation. 

parking spaces at clear 
ditch always  

add water line and 
hydrants for Fire department 
on full length of ditch,, 

large shade 
trees are in 
peoples 
yards and 
border the 
ditch road 
providing 
shade

water runs 
here and 
provides 
aquatic life

muskrats
, fish-
carp, 
turtles

horses 
dogs

shade 
and 
water

8 foot fencing at lot that 
intersects with clear ditch

Clear ditch has 
an Army Corp 
bridge

2 homes are set 
back with fields 
and 
cottonwoods 
fronting the 
ditch

irrigation 
grades

west side 
irrigation ditch 
is slightly 
elevated then 
properties to 
the wests 
grade drop 
significantly. dirt

tree 
lined 
secludes 
property 
and 
creates 
feeling of 
privacy

clear 
ditch

Army Corp 
clear ditch 
bridges were 
widely 
reviewed and 
had loads of 
community 
input before 
the designs 
were 
completed 
they are now 
widely 
accepted

access to Bosque and 
fishing ( if Mucky Ditch is 
redeveloped for more 
access to recreations then 
this entry may see more 
activity) designs can limit 
access mindful of 
neighbors and natural 
habitat

MRGCD gate 
at Clear Ditch

horse trail 
along 
western 
irrigation 
ditch 
connects to 
southern side 
of Village 
and Bosque.

must maintain as access to 
3 properties. Map shows 
possible additional lots that 
are not built on yet on east 
side. fishing piers/stands

determine where vehicle 
access can be closed or 
limited, maintain emergency 
and MRGCD access as 
needed

cat tails grow in 2.5 
to 3 feet water

trash can at 
clear ditch

road widens at 
clear ditch, 
provides 
parking

Bosque 
Levey 
dominat
es SE 
view 
shed . 
Demarc
ates end 
of 
Mucky 
ditch

mucky ditch 
slope is not a 
steep in this 
section

dead-
end at 
Meado
wlark 
with 4 
way 
stop 
signs fishing

wets side access is limited to 
irrigation ditch and non 
motorized access. No 
property vehicle access 
needed on west side 

 preserve irrigation ditch on 
west side and recognize trial 
along that ditch/ add horse 
or foot bridge across clear 
ditch from that trial into 
bosque.

 narrow road beds, winding 
roads

bamboo, 

gates at clear 
ditch ditch is wider here

paveme
nt 
crossed 
the 
mucky 
ditch this 
is an 
ugly 
awkwar
d 
transition bicycles

fire and rescue access to 
Bosque

plant additional valley 
cottonwoods to narrow the 
road bed

develop landscape areas 
that narrow roadbed but 
are developed and 
maintained by adjacent 
property owners, provide a 
simple guide for homeowner 
development including 
plant martials

irrigated field

sculpture cows face the 
ditch

utility lines along 
east side of 
ditch road then 
cross over to 
west at 
Meadowlark 
Lane

walkers 
joggers

retain and add trash cans

add solar powered water 
circulation , enhancing and 
enlarging areas where water 
still flows.

home garbage 
pick up

horseback 
rides into 
bosque

dog poop bag stations 
add parking areas where 
they really already exist. mail boxes

access to 
irrigation 
loop going 
north

retain water in this section
no hardscapes, paving, 
concrete etc.
identify wildlife and 
encourage/preserve/redeve
lop their habitats
identify native plants and 
preserve and enhance

SITE SURVEY JULY 2020
Characteristic categories

Natural features

initial thoughts 
recommendations ideas for 
the section

ideas for full length of ditchAccessDITCH SECTION Defining characteristic

Built Environs Topography adjacencies and connectionstrails intersections

DOCUMENTING WHAT’S THERE



DOCUMENTING WHAT’S THERE



DOCUMENTING WHAT’S THERE
GREEN CORRIDOR



EXISTING VEHICULAR USE
DOCUMENTING WHAT'S THERE

• Preserve access to property 

• MRGCD wants to document permissions 
by license 

• Opportunity to address safety and separate 
vehicles from other trail users 

• Opportunity to improve air quality and 
reduce the dust nuisance to neighbors



WHAT PROBLEMS ARE WE TRYING TO SOLVE

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE

• Traffic 

• Dust 

• Safety 

• Liability 

• Loss of habitat 

• Devaluation of property



POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE

• Improve a community resource 

• Control vehicular traffic 

• Support Village Infrastructure 
projects 

• Provide trails 

• Provide wildlife habitat 

• Beautify the corridor for 
neighbors and community  

• Preserve water amenities
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MRCGD AND VILLAGE DEPARTMENT MEETINGS

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE

• Drain constructed in 1930’s to lower water table and 
reclaim farmland. Because the water table has 
dropped, the ditch is no longer functioning as a drain. 

• Opportunities: 

• A fire suppression line may be installed in the 
right of way.  Committee has met with the VOC 
Fire Department 

• A waste line may be installed in the right of way.  
Committee has met with VOC Public Works 

• It is OK to use MRGCD water for plantings.  Trees 
and shrubs in banks could be desirable to 
prevent erosion of banks.  Follow the District’s 
Conservation Action Plan. 

• Requirements: 

• MRCGD needs access for maintenance of ditch. 

• Insurance and liability are a big issue: What will 
the Village take responsibility for?.

Aerial map of south Corrales, 1949



CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE
• Based on the existing 

characteristics of the Interior 
Drain, there are pond zones, 
water zones and xeric zones.

• Xeric Zone -  dry ditch 
areas of the interior drain 
might include tree parks for 
community use.



• Water Zone - the wet ditch could be 
used for community activities and 
support the central Corrales Road 
section of Corrales.

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE
• A Pond Zone with a calm and relaxing 

gathering space  might include bridges 
and viewpoints for the community.



GREEN CORRIDOR

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE

• Preservation of existing trails and wildlife corridor 

• The Corrales Interior Drain functions as a green 
corridor that connects the Corrales Bosque Preserve 
into the heart of the community.   

• Corraleños currently use the ditch banks as trails for 
running, biking, horse riding, fishing, walking to school, 
and more.  The ditch banks will support these activities 
and could provide seating areas, trails, connections to 
nature.   

• The green corridor provides ecological benefits for 
many birds and animal species by providing habitat and 
food sources.



PURAIKA - A PLACE OF BUTTERFLIES

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN COMMITTEE

• Puraika - (Keres) - A Place of Butterflies 

• Santa Ana Pueblo used to call the lands of Corrales:   
Puraika - (Keres) a place of butterflies.   

• We would like to honor the Santa Ana heritage of 
Corrales and reintroduce plantings throughout the 
interior drain project to support butterflies 

• The Interior Drain can be a Public Butterfly Garden 

• The land used to be a swampy area, which was the 
reason why MRGCD created the drain, to pull down 
the water table so the land could be used for 
agriculture.  We are confident that this area 
specifically is where butterflies used to be in great 
abundance 

• El Jardin de los Manarcos 

• Monarch butterflies already frequent Corrales.  
Monarch butterflies need milkweed and other 
plantings.  

• We envision the butterfly plantings along the length 
of the ditch, a thematic constant in the master plan 
design
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SILVER CITY GREENWAYS AND BIG DITCH MASTER PLAN 
Adopted 5/14/2013 

 

Prepared for the Town of Silver City and Silver City MainStreet 
Prepared by CommunityByDesign and the New Mexico MainStreet Program 

 
 
   

RESEARCH AND PLANNING
• Other ditch to trail projects in NM 

• Corrales Trails Master Plan 

• Develop overlays of uses and users 

• Coordination with Village 
Infrastructure for Fire Suppression 
and Waste Water

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN
The proposal includes the use of local materials such as regional stone quarried 
merged with fiber-optic light that highlight the effort of restoration. The slopped and 
stepped stone elements allow for a reading of various levels of water while 
encouraging direct engagement of the public with the river.  

https://www.archdaily.com/174242/chongae-canal-restoration-project-mikyoung-kim-
design 

Hoosic River Flood Chute Naturalization 
Hoosic River Revival | NORTH ADAMS, MA 

Nestled in the northern edge of The Berkshires, the Hoosic River valley is one of the 
most scenic regions in Southern New England. The City of North Adams, 
Massachusetts, like many historic mill towns, was once a thriving industrial center due 
in part to its location at the confluence of two swiftly flowing rivers. While the North 
and South Branch of the Hoosic River had historically been an engine behind the city's 
economy, these rivers would also flood on occasion and direct flood waters through the 
city. Given the severity of repeated flood events from the 1920s through the 1940s, the 
community sought an engineering solution from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
resulting in 15 foot-high concrete chutes and earthen walls to protect the city from 
flooding. For over 60 years, their singular function has impaired local riverine ecology 
and separated the city's residents from one of their greatest assets. 
The restoration strategies capitalize natural processes such as reestablishing the river’s 
connection to the historic floodplain, improving riparian habitat and enhancing the 
acmes to the river.  

 
 

 

IDEAS CORRALES  

The acequia could work as a green corridor that connects into 
the Bosque. By implementing this green area it would be also 
ecological benefits for many birds and animal species by 
providing habitat and food sources.  

It could implement activities such as seating area, hiking trails, 
cycling trail, horse riding.  

Silver City Greenways and Big Ditch Master Plan  Page 22 

IV. PATHWAY DESIGN STANDARDS 
 
The following Pathway Design Standards are proposed as guidelines for the planning, design and 
construction of the four pathway sections.  Modifications to these standards are allowed when 
appropriate to specific circumstances that further achieve the goals of the pathway system.   
 
1.  PRIMITIVE PATHWAY 
These pathways are predominantly located within the creek bottoms; however, they may also be 
located wherever a narrow path is desired. They are built with greater sensitivity to the existing natural 
environment and are therefore narrower than the paths used in more developed parts of the system, 
but still should accommodate multiple user groups who prefer an unpaved surface. Primitive paths 
should be no wider than they need to be, with two to four feet being the recommended width range, 
and consisting of in‐situ native soils on existing grade. 
 
DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 
Sight Lines. Lay out paths to maximize visibility of approaching path users, thereby increasing reaction 
time and minimizing conflicts. 
Grades. Lay out paths to minimize extreme slopes and grade changes thereby allowing users to stay 
under control at all times. A variety of slopes creates a more interesting and positive experience. 
Plant Preservation. Care should be given during path construction to preserve vegetation in place. 
 
Width  Two to four feet  Turning Radius Five foot minimum

Shoulder  Minimum two‐foot soft/mowed/six‐
inch max. height herbaceous 
plants/native soil. 

Surface Material Compacted native soil.  

Vertical Clearance   8‐foot minimum  Running Grade* N/A 

Clearance  Minimize obstacles within a three‐foot 
high by three‐foot wide space each 
side.  

Cross Slope Existing grade 

Clearance to Trees  Minimum two feet  Barriers N/A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRIMITIVE PATHWAY 
8’ – 20’ Easement   
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RURAL PATHWAY 
12’ – 20’ Easement 

 
DRAINAGE CULVERTS/UNDER CROSSINGS  
Existing drainage culverts provide opportunities to avoid conflict between automobiles and pedestrians, 
mountain bikers or equestrians and can be used to tie together the primitive pathway system in 
drainage bottoms. These structures vary in scale and adaptability for use in a pathway network.  In 
addition to potential risk due to flooding, culverts may also present security problems due to the 
reduced visibility and light levels. A vertical clearance of at least 3 m (10 ft) is preferred for under 
crossings. A minimum clearance of 2.4 m (8 ft) may be acceptable if a greater clearance is not needed 
for maintenance or emergency vehicles, and users approaching the structure have an unobstructed view 
all the way through the underpass. Illumination is needed in under crossings where visibility is poor; 
however, light fixtures should be designed to withstand vandalism.  Culvert crossings under State 
Highways will require design and approval by NM Department of Transportation. 
 
A retrofit culvert underpass on State Hwy 300 in Santa Fe (7.5’ height) 
   

6’ ‐ 10’2’‐3’  2’‐3’
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
There were a number of ways that the community participated in the development of the Greenways 
and Big Ditch Master Plan.  An 18 member Greenways Citizen Steering Committee was assembled and 
met once a month over the 10 month planning process.  The committee walked the entire proposed 
system and was instrumental in coming up with the pathway alignments. 

There were also two community workshops conducted, one at the Silver City Farmers Market along the 
Big Ditch, and one at the Silco Theater.  Many comments were received in support of the Greenways 
Master Plan (included in the Appendix).   

NEXT STEP - COMMUNITY OUTREACH

• COUNCIL INPUT ON OUTREACH TO 
COMMUNITY 

• Committee meetings with Neighbors 
• Beginning May 2021 

• Corrales Fire Department 
• Corrales Public Works 
• Corrales Parks and Recreation  
• Corrales Bosque Commission 
• Village Trails Groups and Equestrians

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN

Questionnaire  
concerning a study of the Corrales Interior Drain 

by the village appointed Corrales Interior Drain Committee 
  
Do you know that, with the exception of a few licensed areas, the Corrales Interior Drain, 
including the roads on both sides of the ditch, is the property of the Middle Rio Grande 
Conservancy District? 
 
Do you live along the Corrales Interior Drain? 
 
Would you share your address? (only for the purpose of the study) 
 
What do you like or dislike about living in Corrales? 
 
What do you like or dislike about living by the Drain? 
 
Do you cross the Drain to get to your home? 
 
Do you drive along the Drain to get to your home? 
 
Do you drive along the Drain for other reasons besides going to and from your home? If yes for  
what reasons? 
 
How do you feel about the Drain being used as an alternative route for Corrales Road? 

• Very good 
• Good  
• Neutral 
• Bad  
• Very bad 

 
Does motorized traffic along the Drain have an effect on you? If yes describe how. 
 
If you have any issues with motorized traffic on the Drain what do you suggest for some 
solutions?  
 
Would you like to see any changes in the Drain? 
 
I use the Drain for out door recreation such as walking, biking, horseback riding or bird watching 
 

• Frequently  
• Sometimes 
• Not often 
• Not at all 

 
The bird and animal life along the Drain has significant value to me 

• Very much 
• Somewhat 
• Not much 
• Not at all 

 
Do you use the drain for other activities? If so what? 
 
What are some activities you would like to see used along the Drain? 
 
What are some activities you would like to see discouraged along the Drain?  

Proposed community questionnaire  
meetings with neighbors 

presence at Grower’s Market



NEXT STEPS

• Outreach to the community 

• Hire a Professional Planner 
• Budget request: $25,000 

• Develop the Master Plan 
• Articulate community goals 
• Phased Implementation 

• Do a biological survey 

• Grant writing and fundraising 

• Questions?

CORRALES INTERIOR DRAIN


